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Sclafenati, Ardicino della Porta, the Cardinal-Archdeacon
Francesco de' Piccolhuomini, the Cardinal-Deacons Ra-
faele Galeotti Sansoni-Riarjo, Giovanni Colonna, Giambat-
tista Orsini, Giovanni de' Medici, Giovanni Savelli,
Friderico Sanseverini, Giambattista Zeno, and Ascanio
Maria Sforza-Visconti,
Rome was exciting herself about this election. Four mule
loads of silver had been taken from the palace of Cardinal
Rodrigo to the house of Cardinal Sforza-Visconti before
the immuring of the Conclave, most conceivably to be
guarded there more safely. Rome guessed that the Spaniard
was so certain of his own election as to be preparing for
the pleasant custom, which the citizens used, of pillaging
the palace of the cardinal who was elected Pope. Some of
the silver perhaps may have passed into Sforza's posses-
sion; but there is no direct evidence to prove the absurd
statement of Monsignor Burchard that it was the price of
his vote. In the first instance, the security of the silver was
most probably the motive for its. transference. After the
election the Pope would naturally wish to reward his most
useful supporter; and no doubt left the silver* with Car-
dinal Sforza-Visconti while bestowing on him other and
more proportionate acknowledgments.
In the Conclave, if one can believe reports, there was
no less excitement. All the sombre dignity of Spain left
Cardinal Rodrigo at the supreme moment of his life He
1 Only one piece of antique silver, a salt-cellar, was possessed by
the House of Sforza in the latter years of the last century. All the
rest was not recovered from that Don Marino Torlonia, who usurped
the Sforza-Cesarini titles and estates from 1832 to 1836, wheri he
was deprived of them by the Ruota, the Supreme Tribunal of the
Holy See, in favour of Don Lorenzo Sforza-Cesarini, grandfather
of the present duke. The line of the great Francesco Sforza-Vis-
conti, Duke of Milan, to which Cardinal Ascanio Maria belonged,
is now extinct. The present House of Sforza-Cesarini descends
from Don Bosio Sforza, Count of Santefiora, 1441-1476, brother
of the great Francesco, and second son of Don Giovanni Muzk
Attendoio, detto Sforza.